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Google is bringing a data center to Fort Wayne! What does that mean? Data centers are
popping up everywhere and talked about online, in communities as well as news all over, but
most people don’t know what they are. When googled, the Al overview states “Data centers are
physical, centralized facilities that house thousands of interconnected computer servers and
networking equipment. They are the backbone of the internet, designed to securely store,
process, and distribute massive volumes of digital data, and they power everything from cloud
computing to generative AL.” The simplest description is a big facility that charges to house
computers, hardware, software and other equipment for multiple companies. Think about all
your streaming services, social media, even your cloud services from your personal devices,
these centers house the physical equipment to filter and manage ALL that info. With the growth
here in Fort Wayne, bringing a Google Data Center here has the community divided, in any
situation you’re going to have a negative and a positive but are either good for the community?
Fort Wayne has been growing over the past few years. Neighborhood expansions, new
developments as well as businesses have been popping up all over the city. Adding another
business seems harmless. With each new addition, brings new jobs, new revenue, and more
opportunities for advancement. Google has a great reputation, one would only believe that by
adding their data center to this city would positively impact the lives of so many; for example
construction workers, building would mean high paying, short term contracts. Reports have
shown, in 2025 temporary data center construction workers made about $81,800, or roughly
$39.33 an hour, according to Fortune Magazine. Looking at the positives for Fort Wayne could
also mean a major win for the state of Indiana too. The state could receive more money and
benefits, such as tax incentives to attract more data centers; they could be like property tax cuts

or reduced sales tax on equipment purchases.



However, with every positive you can argue a negative. Fort Wayne was once a rural city
that is slowly transforming with all the changes. Adding this data center could provide tax breaks
for the city but look at all the uncertainty and many questions it raises in the process. Are they
really giving financial relief or just reallocating funds? The school systems are suffering, the
center lessens the ability to provide adequate education facilities. The risks of bringing this large
facility here continue to grow the more you look into other areas that have them. There have
been concerns and complaints about electricity usage and bill spiking in other cities, a lot of Fort
Wayne was farm-land, can our grids handle the large quantities of electricity the center will
require? The families and farms in proximity to facilities could be affected most of all. As of
right now many data centers are being moved to rural areas with high complaints of declining
health, such as cancer; dying crops, contaminated water systems, affecting both quality and
quantity. Underground drilling and construction will disrupt and affect the water causing multiple
chains of events

Initially, before informing myself about data centers, I like many others figured a

Google data center would be a great addition to Fort Wayne. Reading about other cities

and their issues after the centers were added have led me to believe that the addition will

be hurtful and potentially catastrophic. It is slated for the data center to be added to

Allen county, which currently only has three high schools, that center cuts into building a

new one. According to the Allen County government site, Allen County’s property taxes

would increase, another tax increase would push more residents to move away. The
community is set to lose more than they could ever gain by allowing this facility into Fort

Wayne.
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1t is always best to do your own research, there is no better way to understand, learn or
formulate an educated opinion about anything. Through research and education I’ve learned the
potential positives and negatives having a data center in your city pose. 1 personally learned as
well how it will directly affect the community in which I currently reside. The politics of it all
want to dazzle people with the potential financial gains all while distracting and neglecting the

potential damaging long term effects. No matter your stance on the addition of the data center, it

will have a huge impact on Fort Wayne.



